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Republic of the Philippines

Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao

} OFFICE OF THE WALI OF BANGSAMORO

Bangsamoro Government Center, Gov. Gutierrez Ave., Rosary Heights VII
Cotabato City

SPEECH OF THE WALI OF BANGSAMORO, HIS EMINENCE SHEIKH KHALIPHA

USMAN NANDO ON THE

INAUGURAL SESSION OF THE BANGSAMORO

TRANSITION AUTHORITY 2022-2025 AND THE CEREMONIAL OPENING OF ITS
FIRST SESSION HELD AT SKCC, BANGSAMORO GOVERNMENT CENTER,
COTABATO CITY ON 15™ OF SEPTEMBER 2022.

In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, and the
Most Merciful

Praise be to Allah, Lord of Universe, May the
Blessings, Mercy of Allah Upon our Prophet
Muhammad Peace Be Upon him, his families
and companions.
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His Excellency, Ferdinand Romualdez Marcos,
Jr., President of the Republic of the Philippines.
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His Excellency, Ahod Balawag Ebrahim- Chief
Minister of the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao.
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Honorable Atty. Ali Pangalian Balindong,
Speaker of the Parliament, Bangsamoro
Transition Authority.
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Your Excellencies, Honorable Ministers,
Members of the Parliament of Bangsamoro
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Brothers and Sisters.

Assalamu ‘alaykum warahmatullahi
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Alhamdulillah, I am grateful to the Almighty Allah
Subhanahu Wata'ala because by His power, He
has allowed the Inaugural Session of the
Bangsamoro Transition Authority and the
Ceremonial Opening of its First Session 2022-
2025 to take place on this very meaningful day.
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The ceremony on this glorious morning takes
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place in an atmosphere where the country and
the Bangsamoro Region is still dealing with the
COVID-19 pandemic. However, the Inaugural
Session of the BTA 2022-2025 clearly proves
the sincerity, the commitment and the dedication
of the BTA Members and most importantly, it
shows that

the practice of Parliamentary

Democracy is rooted in the Bangsamoro people.
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On this occasion, the office of the Walr would
express HE
PRESIDENT RODRIGO ROA DUTERTE, the

former President of the Philippines and the line

like to its appreciation to

of Cabinet Members who have contributed to the
signing of a law moving the date of the first
regular

BARMM parliamentary and regional

elections to May 2025.
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I would like also to express my deepest gratitude
to HE PRESIDENT FERDINAND ROMUALDEZ
MARCOS, JR., for the appointment of the 80
BTA members composed of 41 from the MILF
and 39 from the Philippine government.
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The Honorable Members of the Parliament,

In this important moment, | would like to remind
myself and the entire presence at this 1%
Parliamentary Session 2022-2025, the decades-
long conflict, turmoil and worries that our people
had gone through. Let us re-assure our
undivided commitment to bring change into the
lives of our people for a better life and transform
the Bangsamoro into a progressive and peaceful
homeland. This change had actually begun and
it will continue with due process of time, in sha

Allah.
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With all sincerity, | commend the Bangsamoro
Government's commitment in achieving for the
BARMM the category as the second-fastest
economic growth among all regions in the
country in 2021 on one hand and on the other,
the strike  down

government ability to

significantly the BARMM'’s poverty incidence
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over the past (3) years.
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And | also commend all other achievements of
the BARMM government such as settlement of
rido cases, enhancing education infrastructure
and initiating reforms including a proper balance
and Islamic the

of secular education,

Bangsamoro history and providing more
scholarship for our students. In addition to these,
the BARMM Government's commitment to
continue social services programs dedicated to
various marginalized groups that need our
support the most, including but not limited to
women, children, persons with disabilities, solo
parents and out of school youth through its

special programs and activities.
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I would like also to express my heartfelt
congratulations to the government of the day
and to the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Agrarian Reform (MAFAR)

achieving rank number 1 among the country’s

in particular in

top five (5) fish-producing regions during the
second quarter of 2022. Brothers and sisters, all
these happened despite the presence of the
Corona virus and despite the recency of our time

and difficult transition period.
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However, these achievements will not enough to
meet the expectation of our people as majority
of them felt being marginalized due to the fact
that many are still living in poverty, which a
significant number have searched for better
livelihood opportunities in abroad or local such
as Visayas, Luzon and other parts of Mindanao
due to interrelated reasons such as lack of jobs,
livelihood opportunities and local conflict among
clans (feuds). Some felt being deprived of basic
infrastructure facilities and social services such
as: water, electricity, sanitary health facilities
and others. In the field of education, still more
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population has neither entered school nor
finished elementary schooling especially in rural

areas.
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Honorable Members of the Parliament,
The that

affecting the lives of the Bangsamoro people is

predominant issue significantly
degradation of moral values among the people
including Muslims. Degradation of moral values
is indicative of the presence of dishonesty,
robbery/burglary, gambling, graft and corruption,

drug addiction and drug pushing, etc.

Brothers and sisters, the degradation of moral
values that bring moral ilinesses, was the reason
to urge my conscience to call everyone in this
the same platform, during the ceremonial
opening of the third regular session of the
Parliament, to stand united in the
implementation of the legal system in Islamic
law (Shari’ah Courts) that is guaranteed by the
Bangsamoro Organic Law (BOL). This is if we
want to achieve the goal and purpose of
establishing the justice system and eliminate all
types of moral illnesses in our society. As all
preventives measures are enshrined in the five
goals of Shari’ah, which are: Preservation of
Religion, Preservation of Life, Preservation of
Wealth,

Preservation Lineage (Honor).

Preservation of Intellect and
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Brothers and sisters,

In my belief, in order us to uphold the continues
progress and development in our beloved
homeland, we must always be guided by the
principles and teachings of our religion which
are: al-lkhlas (sincerity), al-Sidq wa al-Amanah
(Truthfulness and trustworthiness), al-‘Adl wa al-
lhsan (Justice and Love of Allah) and al-lthar
(Altruism). In particular, altruism because it

refers to the “willingness to do things that bring

LUkt i e eslisl @ 1Yy 35y gl
o el Wby & el ysledly puddl e
(R s Wiy el W Waius O
OlwPly Jually LYy Bually (oMY
Gn WY el psad axg ey g
G RN ) gk SO e T L
5 5l 3 onp N s CUE clab ald
b ¥l Y ey "y Y )




advantages to others, even if it results in
disadvantage of yourself.” In Islam, altruism is
considered as an indispensable moral value in
the service of religion (Din), humanity and social

transformation by all means.
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Brothers and sisters, altruism is not just a
principle to be applied in daily life but also a
moral value which must be loved by all. Also, it
iIs an essential ethical rule for social cohesion
and peaceful society. When altruism is applied
in a community, particularly by governing
authorities, it leads to an amicable society.

the above mentioned

Thus, when all

characteristics are embodied in the hearts,
minds and souls of the leaders and the
followers, it will then lead to put an end to the
corrupt way of life that had been born of
ignorance and will replace it with an order based
on the moral and social principles of Allah’s Law.
May Allah bless us with his protection and care,

Allah is the guardian of success.
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Finally, by virtue of the authority vested upon

me by law, | now declare this session open.
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